100                THE LEISURED  CLASSES
to lie in a damp., mouldy room,, until all its contents were practically destroyed. In some cases the books are sold at the price of waste paper, and thus that link of continuity which connects their learning with olden times is broken. It is sad to reflect that worms should be the only eager heirs to the old learning!
Can nothing be done for this class ? Their character is generally weak but venerable,, wanting in stamina, but full of idealism; and their actions, although they savour of pedantry, often appeal to the imagination. Their services used to be utilised not long ago in the educational institutions of the country, but they are being ousted and replaced by men who are more adaptable to new conditions, and who, if an hour is fixed for a lecture, would not hesitate to come punctually, merely because the astrological signs were unfavourable. The good that is in them can only be drawn out by giving them such responsibility as they can sustain, and helping them out of their abject poverty. They can earn their bread by no other means than their out-of-date learning, and the respect in which they are held is not sufficient to keep the wolf from the door. It is difficult to see how they can be made to fit into the scheme of modern life. They have been tried as sub-registrars of documents, but even there they have failed on account of unbusinesslike habits and the temptations engendered by a comfortable position, without the stamina that